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Agriculture & Natural Resources Newsletter 

A Note from Jessica 

I hope this newsletter finds you doing well and gearing up for the start of the 2023 season! If you are         
anything like me, the warm weather we have been experiencing has me looking forward to Spring even 

more! The warm weather has geared up our equipment rentals here at the extension office. Several         
producers have been utilizing our no-till seed drills to renovate their pastures and hay fields. The lime 
spreader and chain drags are staying busy as well. Look for all the equipment rental options that the         

Harrison County Beef Cattle Association has available to the producers of Harrison County later in this     
newsletter. This equipment is a great resource for our county and provides producers with equipment that 

they otherwise may not have access too. Please help us to take care of all of the equipment so that the    
Harrison County Beef Cattle Association can continue to offer these services. 

We have a lot going on at the Harrison County Extension Office so pay close attention to everything included 
in this edition so you don’t miss out! 

 
 

 
Jessica Barnes, 

County Extension Agent For Ag. 
& Natural Resources Education 

Help us update our system! 
We appreciate everyone that receives the Old Farm Hand: Part II but we also realize that circumstances 

come up or change and you may not be as interested as you once were in this newsletter. If you no longer 
want to receive this newsletter, please send me an email at jessica.barnes2@uky.edu or call 859-234-5510 

with the name and address that appears on your envelope when you receive the letter.  
If you would rather receive an email copy of the newsletter instead of paper copy, please let us know that 
too by utilizing the above avenues. Thank you all for your support and please help us to update our system 

as we begin a new year! 

Annual Tobacco GAP Training 
 

           The Annual Regional Tobacco GAP Training will take place in person at the Harrison 

County Extension Office on February 28 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. If you will be marketing tobacco for the 
2023 season, then you will need to attend an annual training in order to update your GAP card. If the training 
here in Harrison County does not fit your schedule, you can find other opportunities at gapconnections.com 

under the “What We Do” tab and “Annual Grower Training”.  

Remember to bring your GAP card with you the night of the training so that your card can be scanned and 
your training recorded. If you are a new grower, we will need to know your basic information in order to 

have a card issued to you. 
Please RSVP at 859-234-5510 if you plan to attend the meeting so we have an accurate count for the meal 

that will be provided. If you have any questions please feel free to reach out to me. 



Preventing Grass Tetany in Cattle 

As spring approaches and grass begins to grow, grazing livestock may experience a forage-related problem 
known as grass tetany, grass staggers, lactation tetany, or hypomagnesemia. Grass tetany is a metabolic    
disorder caused by reduced magnesium (Mg) levels in the animal’s blood. In cattle, it generally affects older, 
lactating cows but can also be seen in dry cows, young cows, and in rare cases, growing calves. Symptoms 
often observed include nervousness, lack of coordination, muscular spasms, staggering, convulsions, coma, 
milk yield decrease, and death. If you suspect cattle are stricken with grass tetany, a veterinarian should be 
contacted immediately as early treatment can save animals.  

Young cool-season grasses and small grains are commonly associated with this disorder. Grass tetany occurs 
most frequently in the spring, but may occur in the fall and winter when these forages start growing rapidly 
again or when cereal grain forages are grazed High levels of nitrogen (N) and potassium (K) in the soil can  
increase the risk of grass tetany because they reduce the availability of magnesium to the animal. Farmers 
should refrain from placing cattle in a field that has been recently fertilized or has resulted in the disease   
before. Pastures where a significant amount of manure has been applied often have excessive potassium  
fertility increasing the risk to grass tetany. A farmer can also increase the legume content in his/her pastures 
with clover or alfalfa since they have higher magnesium levels to compensate for the lack of it in the new 
lush grass. 

Feeding high magnesium or high “mag” mineral supplements is the preferred method to reduce the            
occurrence of grass tetany. High “mag” mineral mixes are available at most feed stores and contain higher 
inclusions of magnesium oxide than other complete mineral mixes. Cattle should begin consuming this high 
“mag” mineral during the late winter months and into early spring when new plant growth is starting. In late 
spring once temperatures are consistently above 60ºF, a producer can quit feeding the high “mag” mixtures. 
High mag mineral does not need to be fed year round, but is not problematic if it is. Free-choice high mag 
mineral should contain 12 to 15% magnesium from magnesium oxide. Cattle need to consume four ounces of 
the mineral supplement daily. Magnesium oxide is unpalatable, which can result in low mineral intake.          
Co-product feedstuffs such as dried distillers grains, molasses or a flavoring agent is added to the mineral mix 
to increase palatability. 

If free-choice mineral is not a viable option, producers can also mix their own supplement by adding the    
appropriate amount of magnesium oxide to another palatable feedstuff, i.e. feeding in or with 1 to 2 lbs. of 
corn or other by-product that provides 20-25 grams of magnesium. For dairy cows, magnesium oxide can be 
added to the grain mix to provide an intake of 20 g of magnesium per cow per day. Magnesium oxide may be 
routinely used as a buffer in these grain mixes for dairy cows, so producers should check with their              
nutritionist to make sure adequate amounts and proper sources are being used to prevent grass tetany. 

Besides magnesium oxide, another source of Mg is magnesium sulfate, which is more palatable than        
magnesium oxide. The downside to feeding magnesium sulfate is it can be an issue where cattle are          
consuming high sulfate water or other feedstuffs high in sulfur. Producers that are feeding corn co-products 
(distiller’s grains or corn gluten feed), adding additional sulfur to the diet in the form of magnesium sulfate, 
or have high sulfur water could create a sulfur toxicity. 

Grass tetany blocks provide magnesium similar to that of a mineral supplement. The major disadvantage of 
this method is that all the animals may not consume an adequate amount of the block. Multiple blocks 
should be available with one block per ten cows. 

The season for grass tetany will be developing as temperatures rise and grasses begin to grow. To reduce 
health problems and livestock death to this disorder, it is important to provide a quality high “mag” mineral 
or supplement containing Magnesium oxide. 



Harrison County Beef Cattle Association Presents: 
Long Range Dewormer Producer Meeting 

 

The Harrison County Beef Cattle Association will be holding a producer 
meeting about Long Range Cattle   dewormer on March 28, 2023 at 6:00pm. 
Anyone interested in learning more about this product is welcome to attend 
the meeting. You do not have to be a Harrison County Beef Cattle member in 
order to attend this meeting. 



Dead Animal Removal 
Country Side Industries 

859-421-1867 

Soil Testing 
If you haven't already it is time to start taking soil 

samples for the 2023 growing season. By submitting 
your soil tests early, you can be sure to have your 

results back before planting time. Drop by the office 
to pick up a soil probe and bags for all your sampling 

needs! Soil testing is FREE through the Harrison 
County Extension Office! 














